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Fatal Occupational Injuries in Alabama — 2015

Fatal work injuries totaled 70 in 2015 for Alabama, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today.
Regional Commissioner Janet S. Rankin noted that the number of work-related fatalities in Alabama was
down from 75 in the previous year. Fatal occupational injuries in the state have ranged from a high of 155 in
1996 to this year’s low of 70. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 4,836 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2015, a slight increase from the 4,821 fatal
injuries in 2014, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) program.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Alabama, 2006-2015
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SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Type of incident

In Alabama, transportation incidents resulted in 37 fatal work injuries, accounting for more than half of the
workplace fatalities in the state. Falls, slips, or trips resulted in 10 fatalities and contact with objects and
equipment accounted for 9 fatalities. (See table 1.) The number of worker deaths from transportation incidents
increased from 34 in 2014. Worker fatalities due to falls, slips, or trips and contact with objects and equipment
were little changed from the prior year. A fourth category, violence and other injuries by persons or animals,
resulted in 5 work-related deaths in 2015, down from 17 in 2014.



Nationally, transportation incidents were the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2015, accounting for
approximately 42 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Falls, slips, or trips was the second-most
frequent type of event (17 percent), followed by contact with objects and equipment (15 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, United States and Alabama, 2015
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Industry

The private transportation and warehousing industry sector had the largest number of fatalities in Alabama
with 16, similar to the count in the previous year. (See table 2.) Transportation incidents was the most frequent
fatal event in the transportation and warehousing sector with 15 worker deaths. Half of those fatally injured in
this sector worked in specialized freight trucking.

The private construction industry had 14 workplace fatalities, up from 11 in the previous year. Specialty trade
contractors accounted for nine, or 64 percent, of the fatal injuries in this industry.

Occupation

Transportation and material moving occupations and construction and extraction occupations had the highest
number of workplace fatalities with 26 and 13, respectively. (See table 3.) The majority of the fatalities within
the transportation and material moving group were heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers (22). Construction
trades workers accounted for 9 of the 13 fatalities among construction and extraction workers.

Additional highlights
* Men accounted for 90 percent of the work-related fatalities in Alabama, similar to the 93-percent national
share. (See table 4.) Transportation incidents made up 51 percent of the fatalities for men in Alabama.
» White non-hispanics accounted for 67 percent of those who died from a workplace injury, matching the
national share.
» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 60 percent of the state’s work-related fatalities in 2015, compared to 57
percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.



» Of'the 70 fatal work injuries in Alabama, 87 percent worked for wages and salaries; the remainder were self-
employed.

Change in the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) News Release Schedule

Beginning with the 2015 reference year, CFOI will publish a single, annual release with no revisions. A
similar schedule will be followed in subsequent years. Preliminary releases, which normally appeared in
August or September in past years, will no longer be produced.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible. For the 2015 data, over 21,400 unique source documents were reviewed as part of the
data collection process. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS Handbook of
Methods on the BLS web site at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/pdf/homch9.pdf.

Federal/State agency coverage. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries includes data for all fatal work
injuries, whether the decedent was working in a job covered by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) or other federal or state agencies or was outside the scope of regulatory coverage.
Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality census counts and those released by other agencies should
take into account the different coverage requirements and definitions being used by each agency.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Alabama Department of Health for their efforts in collecting accurate,
comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts of all federal, state,
local, and private sector entities that provided source documents used to identify fatal work injuries. Among
these agencies are the Occupational Safety and Health Administration; the National Transportation Safety
Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and Health Administration; the Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation and Longshore and Harbor Workers'
Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical examiners; state departments of health,
labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies; state and local police departments; and
state farm bureaus.

Information in this release will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request. Voice phone:
(202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event or exposure, Alabama, 2014-15

2014 2015
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 75 70 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or animals..............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiii e 17 5 7
Intentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ......couiiiiiiie ettt 17 5 7
Suicides (Self-inflicted injury--intentional) ... 4 3 4
Shooting--intentional SEIf-Narm ..o 4 3 4
TranspOrtation INCIAENTS .......o..eiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt seees 34 37 53
ATTCTaft INCIAENTS ...ttt eb et e e nae e seeeeans 6 1 1
Other IN-flIght Crash ...........oo ettt - 1 1
Other in-flight crash into structure, object, or ground .............cocoeiiiiiiiiiiee e -- 1 1
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIAENT ............ooiiiiii e 3 8 11
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in roadWay .............coooiiiiiiiii 1 1 1
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in roadway .............ccccoviiiiiiniiiieeen 1 1 1
Pedestrian struck by vehicle on side of road............ccccooiiiiiiiiii -- 2 3
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle on side of road............c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiieneeee -- 2 3
Roadway incidents involving motorized land VEhICle .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 18 24 34
Roadway collision with other VENICIE...........ccooiiiiiii e 9 15 21
Roadway collision--moving in Same dir€CtON ..........c.cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 4 2 3
Roadway collision--moving in opposite directions, 0NCOMING ..........cccocuiiiieiiiiiiiiiieie e 4 5 7
Roadway collision--moving perpendiCularly .............cocoeiiiiiiiiiiee e - 4 6
Roadway collision--moving and standing vehicle in roadway .............ccooieniiiiiiieenieceeeeee -- 3 4
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ...............ccoooiiiiiien -- 8 11
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadWay ............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 8 11
Fires @nd @XPIOSIONS ........oiiuiiiii ettt ettt et b e sb et e bt bt e s b bt e ae e - 5 7
EXPIOSIONS ...ttt bbb h e h e ae et h et n et nnes - 4 6
Explosion of nonpressurized vapors, gases, or liqUIdS .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e -- 4 6
FallS, SIPS, TIPS ...ttt ettt b et b e bbb bt et e nne e nineeane 8 10 14
FallS 10 TOWET IEVEI ...ttt sttt 8 10 14
Fall through surface or existing OPENING .........ccuiiiiiiiii e - 4 6
Fall through surface or existing opening 26 t0 30 feet ..........cociriiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 1
Other fall t0 JOWET TEVEL......couiiiiii et 4 5 7
Exposure to harmful substances or enVIroNMENtS ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 5 4 6
EXPOSUIE 10 @IECHICITY ...ttt 3 3 4
Direct eXposure t0 €lECHIICITY .........eiiuiiiiii e -- 1 1
Direct exposure to electricity, greater than 220 VOIES............oooiieiiiiee i - 1 1
Contact with objects and eqUIPMENT ............oiiiiiii e 8 9 13
Struck by 0bject Or @QUIPMENT........ooiiiiiiiiiee e 6 8 11
Struck by falling object or equipment--other than powered vehicle.............cccccooiriiiiiiniiiee, 4 6 9
Struck by object falling from vehicle or machinery--other than vehicle part.............ccccccovenenn. 1 4 6
Overexertion and bodily FEACHON...........oc.ii it -- - -
Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Alabama, 2014-15

2014 2015
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
TOTAL ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e teeeae e e be e beeeste e beeaheeaate e beeaheeenaeeeheeaaeeenseeeheeeneeanseeeaeeenreenres 75 70 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIY ...ttt et b e b e ab e sb e s bt b e e saeesine e 69 61 87
Natural resources and MINING .........c.ooiiiiii ettt et sae e b nneesaeeenns 6 6 9
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and huNtiNg ...........ooouiiiiiii e 5 5 7
MINING ).ttt ettt ettt e e e e et ae et et e e et ae e e ea et et e en et e et ean e eteanenene 1 1 1
Mining (except oil and gas) 1 1 1
(0701 o 1011 o o TR RSP RPRROP 1 1 1
(0701 g T=1 (Tt i o] o ISP PPOPRPR 11 14 20
Heavy and civil engineering construction.... 4 4 6
Utility SYStem CONSIIUCTION .......ooiiiiiiiee e e e - 2 3
Water and sewer line and related structures Construction ............ccceeeviiiiiie e - 1 1
Power and communication line and related structures construction.... - 1 1
Specialty trade CONrACIONS.........eoiiiiiiieie e b e 6 9 13
Foundation, structure, and building exterior Contractors .............ccccovvveiiiee e - 4 6
Other specialty trade contractors - 3 4
LY =g 18 £ Tex (81 o PSP ROPSPR 7 10 14
ApPParel MaNUFACIUNING .......oiiiiiii ettt e et b e e b e e b e e saeeebeesaeesnneanne - 1 1
Cut and sew apparel manufacturing.. - 1 1
Chemical MaNUFACIUNING........eiiii ittt et e s te e bt e b e e eeeenbeebeeaenas -- 2 3
Other chemical product and preparation manufacturing ............cccceieeiienieieene e - 2 3
All other chemical product and preparation manufacturing - 2 3
Trade, transportation, and ULITTIES .......cc.oeiiiiiiiie e e e e e re e e e e e nnnees 20 23 33
L1 LT PSSP PR SRR -- 1 1
Water, sewage and other systems - 1 1
WHOIESAIE trAdE ......ooiiiiiiteie ettt b e s s e e e e e nnn e e s b e e e nane e e anee - 3 4
Merchant wholesalers, durable gOOdS...........c..oiiiiiiiiii e - 3 4
Retail trade ..........cccooveeiiiiiiiiec, 5 3 4
Motor vehicle and parts dealers - 1 1
Automotive parts, accessories, and tire StOreS.........cccuueiieiiiiciiiiee e - 1 1
Transportation and warehousing 15 16 23
L8 o3 Q8 (=T a1 oo i 7= (o o SRR SSPRN 9 15 21
General freight trUCKING ......o.eeiii e ettt 4 7 10
Specialized freight trucking ........... 5 8 11
Support activities for tranSPOrtation...............coeiiiiiie i 1 1 1
Support activities for air transportation.............cccceeeeiiie i - 1 1
Information ..........ocoviiiiii e -- - -
Financial activities 1 1 1
Real estate and rental and 1€aSiNg............oiiiiiiiiiii e 1 1 1
Rental and leasing services ...........c.ccceeneen. - 1 1
Automotive equipment rental and 1€aSING .........cc.eei i - 1 1
Professional and DUSINESS SEIVICES ...........iiiuiiiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt 13 3 4
Administrative and waste services ....... 7 3 4
Administrative and SUPPOM SEIVICES. .......uiiiiiiiiiiiee et e e et e e e e s e areeeeeeeannnees 4 3 4
Services to buildings and dWelliNGS. ........c.cuiiiiiiiiiiiee e 3 2 3
Educational and health services 4 -- --
Leisure and hOSPItAlIY.........cc.ueiiiiiieiee e 4 -- --
Other services, except public adminiStration.............ccceiiiii e 3 2 3
Repair and maintenance ..............ccc........ - 1 1
Automotive repair and maintenance - 1 1
Other automotive repair and MaiNtENANCE ...........c.ceeeiuiiiiiiie e - 1 1
Personal and laundry services ...........ccccoceeeenne 1 1 1
Drycleaning and laundry services - 1 1
Linen and UnifOrm SUPPIY ......eoiieeiieeieeiie et sttt nne e - 1 1
GOVEIMIMENT (3) ..ottt ettt e et se et et e e e et et eae et et e e et eae et eteaeesesesseeesesateneseeeennasnsnnea 6 9 13
Federal GOVEIMMENT ..ottt e b e e e et e e e e e e saneeeeneas - -- --
] = 1N e [0V =Y 4T 4 1=Y o | PSR PR PSP -- 1 1

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Alabama, 2014-15 - Continued

2014 2015
Number Number Percent
4 8 1

Industry (1)

LOCAI GOVEIMIMENT ...ttt ettt sae e ettt eat e bt e e e st etee e

Footnotes:

(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Includes fatal injuries at all establishments categorized as Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction (Sector 21) in the North American Industry
Classification System, 2012, including establishments not governed by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) rules and reporting, such as
those in Oil and Gas Extraction.

(3) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Alabama, 2014-15

2014 2015
Occupation ()
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 75 70 100
ManagemeENt OCCUPALIONS .........iiiiiiie ittt ettt e b e e st b e ab e s b e eabeesbeesene e 4 -- --
Business and financial operations 0CCUPAtIONS ...........cccuiiiiiiiiiiieiie e -- - -
Computer and mathematical OCCUPALIONS .........cc.eiiiiiiiiiiieet e -- - -
Architecture and engineering OCCUPALIONS .........ciuuiiuiiiiiiii et 1 - -
Life, physical, and social SCIENCE OCCUPALIONS .........cocuiiiiiiiiiiii ettt -- - -
Community and social SErviCeS OCCUPALIONS. ........ccuuiiiiiiiiieitieitie ettt -- - -
Legal OCCUPALIONS ...ttt ettt b et e et b e s bt et e e bt e s beeenbeesneesineenne - -- --
Education, training, and library 0CCUPAtIONS. ............oiuiiiiiiii ittt -- 1 1
Other education, training, and library 0CCUPAtiONS ............coiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 1
TEACKET @SSISTANES ...ttt bbbt an e - 1 1
Arts, design, entertainment, sports, and media 0CCUPALIONS ...........cceeiiiiieriiiieiiie e 2 -- --
Healthcare practitioners and technical 0CCUPAtIONS ..........ccuiiiiiiiiiii e -- - -
Healthcare SUPPOIt OCCUPALIONS.........oiiiiiiiii ettt siee e -- - -
Protective ServiCe OCCUPALIONS ...........iiiiiiii ittt sneesiee e 5 5 7
Supervisors Of ProteCtive SEIrVICE WOTKETS ........ciuiiiiiiiiieiie ettt -- - -
First-line supervisors of law enforcement WOTKErSs ............cocviiiiiiiiiiiiiie e -- 1 1
First-line supervisors of police and deteCtives............c.oociiiiiiiiiiiire e -- 1 1
Law enfOrCEMENT WOTKETS ......c.iiiiiiiieii ettt ettt ettt ettt 2 1 1
PONICE OFfICETS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt et 2 1 1
Police and sheriff's patrol OffICErS .........c.uiiiiiiii e 2 1 1
Other ProteCtive SEIVICE WOTKETS ........ciiuiiiiiiitie ittt ettt ettt sttt 1 2 3
Miscellaneous protective SErviCe WOIKETS ...........coiiiiiiiiiii it -- 2 3
(07 (o X111 o e [UE= 1o =TRSO P USROS - 1 1
Food preparation and serving related OCCUPAtIONS ...........couiiiiiiiiiiii et 1 - -
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 0CCUPAtiONS ............cccoiiiiiiiiieniienie e 4 3 4
Building cleaning and pest CONrol WOTKETS ..........coiuiiiiiiiiiiieeie et -- 1 1
BUIldiNg ClEaNING WOTKETS......c...iiiiiiiiiieet et ettt ettt - 1 1
Personal care and ServiCe OCCUPALIONS...........iiuiiiuiiiiieiieee ettt sttt sne e 1 - -
Sales and related OCCUPALIONS ........ccuiiriiiiii ittt ettt saeeeeee s 3 3 4
Office and administrative SUPPOIt OCCUPALIONS..........iiitiiiiiiiiieiie et -- - -
Farming, fishing, and forestry 0CCUPAtIONS...........ooiiiiiiiiii e 4 4 6
AGIICUIRUIAL WOTKETS ...ttt ettt b e bttt b e nae e e e nae e s eans - 1 1
Miscellaneous agricultural WOTKETS ............coiiiiiiiiiiii e -- 1 1
Farmworkers and laborers, crop, nursery, and greenhOUSE..............ccovuiriiienieenieeiieesee e -- 1 1
Construction and extraction OCCUPALIONS ..........ccuuiiiiiiiiiieeiie ettt 13 13 19
CONSIIUCHON tradES WOTKETS.......eutiitieiiie ettt ettt sttt sttt naneetee e 12 9 13
Installation, maintenance, and repair OCCUPALIONS ...........ccuiiiiiiiiiiii e 6 5 7
Production OCCUPATIONS ... ..ottt ettt b e b e e e nneesiee e - 8 11
Other production OCCUPALIONS ........ciiuiiiiiiiieiie ittt ettt nne et -- 5 7
Transportation and material MOVING OCCUPALIONS........cc.eiiiiiiiiiiii e 27 26 37
AIr transportation WOTKETS .........ouiiiiiii ettt 5 1 1
Aircraft pilots and flight @NGINEETS ..........cooiiiiiii e 5 1 1
COMMETCIAL PHIOTS ...ttt b ettt sttt eans 5 1 1
MOLOr VENICIE OPEIATOrS ...ttt ettt sttt 18 24 34
BUS AFIVETS ...ttt h et ettt ettt ettt et et - 1 1
Bus drivers, school or special ClIeNt ............couiiiiiii e -- 1 1
Driver/sales workers and trUCK dIVEFS ............coouiiiiiiiiiiie i 18 23 33
Heavy and tractor-trailer trucCk driVErS .............ooiuiiiiiiiii e 15 22 31
Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Alabama, 2014-15

o 2014 2015
Worker characteristics
Number Number Percent

o] ¢ SR 75 70 100
Employee status

Wage and salary workers (1) 60 61 87

ET=Y Y o] Y=Y IO 15 9 13
Gender

L =T o P USSR RSP PR PURPRPTPRON 68 63 90

LAY o] 44 T= o PP PP PPPTRPPPPORt 7 7 10
Age O

RS (o T R Y=Y 1 TP PTTOUPPRRPPRPOE 1 1 1

20 £0 24 YEAIS......eeeeieeee ettt bt e e e bt e e hE et e R bt e e b ae e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e enreeeanaeeenaneeas - 6 9

250 34 YRAIS ...ttt bt e h et a bt e e a bt e e b ae e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e naeeeaaneeas 11 11 16

35 0 44 YEAIS......eeeeieeee et ettt b e e e b et e e bt e e e ba et e ettt e e bt e e snbe e e anaeeenateeas 15 12 17

L (o R A=Y | USSP OUPPRPPPRN 14 19 27

D5 0 B4 YEAIS..... ittt ettt h et b e e e h et e bt e e e hae e e ettt e e bt e e enr e e e aaeeenaneeas 21 13 19

(SR E= TSI Lol e 1Y = PRSPPI 11 8 11
Race or ethnic origin (4)

White, NON=HISPANIC ......eeeeeeie ettt ettt e e n e e e e ae e e e e te e e e be e e e mteeeanbeeesmseeeaanneaeanseeeannen 49 47 67

Black or African-American, NON-HISPANIC ..........coiuii it e e eesnaeee e 21 18 26

Hispanic or Latino - 3 4

Footnotes:
(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude Hispanic and Latino workers.
NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatality counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.
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